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which unity was virtually lost in multiplicity, the absolute in the phenomenal. Perhaps the Hera-clitean doctrine was the best example presented by the history of Greek philosophy of a pantheism of this kind. Heraclitus, having sought in vain for any permanent principle, for any absolute being, was led to maintain that the universe is merely a process of incessant change; that its essence is not being, but becoming; that fire pervaded by intelligence is its universal ground and fittest symbol; and that the human mind is a portion of the all-pervasive mind, and can only attain truth through communion with it.
With Socrates and Plato the course of speculation took, on the whole, a theistic direction. In Aristotle it tended rather towards pantheism. Stoicism was originally "and predominantly a materialistic or hylozoic form of pantheism; but some of its greatest representatives conceived of God in a decidedly theistic manner as the supreme moral reason. In stoicism everything was subordinated to morality, and only its ethics was sublime. Its theology was crude and confused, and I pass over it without regret.1
II.
Christianity did not arrest the progress of pantheism  as it  did  that of materialism.     On  the 1 See Appendix XXXVI.